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The Cecil Peacock family of Alliance, named Alberta Master Farm 
Family for 1969, maintains an operation which is notable for its size and 
success even in an area of extensive farms. Their 2,500 acres of cultivated 
land are the result of expansion through purchase, rental and land develop- 
ment. Cropping practice is determined to a considerable extent by moisture 
availability in the spring, but generally follows the pattern of 60 per cent 
crop and 40 per cent summer fallow. Fertilizer use, based on soil testing, 
is a regular practice and is evident in the stands of both registered and 
commercial crops. The area appears to be especially favorable for rape- 
seed production and this potential is being utilized very effectively. 











Complementing the field crop enterprise is a feeder operation that 
finishes approximately 350 animals per year. About 40 of these are raised 
in a cow-calf operation. The remainder are purchased. In addition, a 
purebred herd of a dozen Hereford cows and a prize winning bull is just 
nicely started. 











A spread of this size requires additional help and Mr. Peacock’s 
excellent management policy has enabled him to keep his present assistant 
for 12 years. The excellent relationship between employee and employer 
is strengthened by such factors as summer holidays, the use of a farm 
vehicle and the provision of a separate farm and homestead. 








The impressive productive aspect of the Peacock farm fs” matched 
by the development of home and family. The spacious house was remodel- 
led only three years ago, to plans drawn up entirely by Mr. and Mrs. 
Peacock. This was done at that time with the intention of providing the 
children with a modern environment in which they could grow up. Fred, 
the oldest, is now 19 and his sisters, Gail and Kim, are 13 and 11 res- 
pectively. Fred and his father are taking flying lessons and the entire 
family is active in both summer and winter sports, including riding, 
swimming and skiing. 










Both Mr. and Mrs. Peacock have made sizeable contributions to 
community life. Cecil is a member of several agricultural groups, a former 
director of United Feeders, now disbanded, and was a leader in local 
scout and cub activities. His wife is president of the United Church 
Women, and has been a keen worker in the cubs and scouts committees, 
Both are active in various community and sports organizations. O 
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Born and raised on farms in the Cardston district, Dorothy and 
Merrill grew up with a keen appreciation of rural life and a determill 
to develop a prosperous farm of their own. The measure of their sl 
lies in the outstanding agricultural operation they now carry ofl 
Hill Spring, and their selection as Alberta Master Farm Family for 

Of the total 1,030 Merrill acres, 550 are owned outright, ¢ 
are rented. They crop approximately 570 acres and pasture and hi 
remaining non-arable land. Crops produced include Galt bar! 
oats, Gaines winter wheat and approximately 120 acres of seeded 
and hay. ! ; 

Field production has been marketed mainly through finished 
and lambs of high quality. A herd of 53 crossbred cows produces @p 
mately 50 calves each year. An additional 50 feeders are purchas® 
fed out and a flock of 112 crossbred ewes produces a profitable | 
cent lamb crop. 

Every member of the family contributes to the success of the 
Mother, father, five sons and a daughter all share in the planning 
work involved. Each child has specific responsibilities such ® | 
after the ewes in lambing, helping with having, stacking bales, and 
livestock. All of the children have educational bank accounts accuil 
largely from earnings realized from their work. 

The oldest son, Wayne, 20, is presently serving on a church # 
in Europe and plans to attend university on his return to a 
18, plans to attend university this year. Still in elementary s(!™ 
Rodney, 13; Kurt, 11; Jamie, 9; and Karen, 7. j 

While developing a successful farm and raising a family, the 
have not been idle in community affairs. Mr. Merrill served °° , 
telephone board, Rural Electrification Association, Alberta wie 
Committee and assisted in establishing a municipal seed clea! f, 
Mrs. Merrill has been equally active, campaigning for the Re 
teaching swimming, coaching baseball, participating in Home be 
Association, and playing the organ for Sunday School. The cht | 
involved in sports and church activities, as well as taking aa 

A graduate of the Olds Agricultural and Vocational Colles 
Merrill has taken advantage of agricultural extension courses 
a variety of manual abilities. His skill in building and Doroth) 
talents as a designer are evident in the fact they designed and co” 
their own farm buildings, including the comfortable, functi™ 
which is set in a beautifully landscaped yard. 
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methods of farm production, strong family ties and com- 
e, are attributes which have helped to earn for the George 
mily of Lethbridge the title of 1969 Alberta Master Farm 


ipletons have been established on their present farm since 
860 acres in cultivation, 60 per cent is in cereals, 15 per 
» and 25 per cent in fallow. Astute selection of crops and 
bigh lerstanding of production practices; careful control of soil 
ty though soil tests; and proper fertilization combined with good 
all help make their crop enterprise very successful. 
Templeton produces seed grain and is one of the few who 
obtain some Pitic 62 seed wheat. Other varieties used on 
Winalta winter wheat, Thatcher spring wheat and Galt 
ropping history of each field, the times and rate of applica- 
pesticide, cultural or other treatments are included in the 
ds maintained. 

herd consists of 23 good quality cows which produced 22 
ar. Additional high quality beef heifers are purchased in the 
* are wintered and grown out economically on irrigated, fertilized, 
: ures. The bred heifers, sold in the fall as replacements for 

18 stock, have been’ in high demand. 
Both Joyce and George Templeton have made numerous contributions 
unity service. A former chairman of the Readymade School Board, 
*\ now in his sixth year as a board member. He is a director of 
*lnty of Lethbridge Seed Cleaning Co-op, vice-president of Ready- 
Barley Growers Limited, a member of the Agricultural Service Board 
“ctetary of the Alberta Wheat Pool Advisory Committee and has 
© offices of president and secretary of the Readymade FUA local. 
tt leader of the Readymade 4-H Beef Club, he is now assistant 
§ While Mrs, Templeton serves on the advisory committee. She also 
; Sunday School and is a past president of the Readvmade Home 
wi Association, and a former secretary and vice-president of 


site this busy schedule, the Templetons have alwavs maintained 
"amily life with their three children. Doran, 19, has completed 


g ‘ear in business education at the Olds Agricultural and Vocational 
© and hopes to return to farming on graduation. Byron, 16, a Queen 
and winner of many 4-H awards, has just completed grade 11. 

0, is in grade 5 and a capable helper for her mother. oO 


Service to the community has become a tradition with the R. D. 
Thirsk family of Kelsey, and is a major factor in their selection as Alberta 
Master Farm Family for 1969. 


Mr. Thirsk holds or has held more than a dozen executive positions 
with community, district and provincial organizations associated with 
government, education, agricultural and social affairs, as well as member- 
ship in about 20 other organizations. Mrs. Thirsk is also an active partici- 
pant in community and district affairs. Currently, she holds five executive 
positions in various organizations and is working in several other capacities, 
mostly for the benefit of the young people of the Kelsey district. 


Theo, at 26 the oldest son, holds executive positions in university 
agricultural organizations and is active in sports, education and community 
services as well. The four remaining members of the family, Greg, 22, 
Hugh, 16, Valerie, 10, and Pat, 7, all have their own contributions to 
make to school, sport and home activities. 


The same qualities which have made Bob Thirsk a leader in the 
community have also resulted in excellent farm production and manage- 
ment. As a registered seed grower, he is recognized for his quality of 
production and for his reliability. His program of two-thirds crop and one 
third summer fallow on his 1,200 acres of cultivated land, together with 
the judicious use of commercial fertilizer and weed control chemicals, has 
led to farm productivity well above average. The work demanded by 
foundation seed production keeps all hands busy during the growing 
season. Most of the winter is taken up by the seed cleaning operation, 
carried out completely on the farm. 


The small enterprises of cattle feeding and swine production are made 
complementary to seed production through utilization of the screenings. 

Mr. Thirsk is a firm believer in sound programming and planning 
on every level, a policy which has contributed to the success of his 
activities. Plans for the future include expansion of the farming enterprise 
when Theo attains his university degree in agriculture and returns to 
farming on a full-time basis. Planning, especially in the production area, 
has been made more effective through extensive use of accurate records. 


That Mrs. Thirsk also believes in planning is evident in her comfort- 
able and attractive home, which is a centre of activities for all age groups, 
from junior choir practice to a meeting of the local seed producers’ 
association. Oo 
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Cloud seeding 
included in extensive 
“Hailstop’ project 


“Project Hailstop” is the code name given to the Research Council of Alberta's Hail 
Studies cloud seeding experiments initiated this year. The project is Phase Two of a continuing 
investigation into the causes, behaviour and suppression of hailstorms. 


A group of about 60 scientists, technicians and university students from many parts of 
Canada and the United States assembled at the Alberta Hail Studies Project Centre, Penhold 
Station, this summer in a concerted attack on hail problems which cause an estimated $20 to 
$30 million damage to Alberta crops annually. Since 1956 the Alberta Hail Studies Project has 
been gathering data in an effort to determine causes and behaviour of hailstorms. This has 
formed the basis for the design of present experiments in cloud seeding which, hopefully, will 
lead to effective methods of alleviating the hail menace. Meanwhile, the basic research pro- 
gram will continue and should benefit from the present experiments. 


In cloud seeding, artificially induced nuclei, tiny particles around which hail stones form, 
are injected into the cloud. Silver iodide pyrotechnic seeding flares produce up to one hun- 
dred trillion of these tiny nuclei per second which are injected into a storm cloud at one or 
two places. After a selected storm has been seeded heavily for about 15 minutes, it is observed 
closely by all the various techniques developed by the Alberta Hail Studies Project over the 
years. Evidence is then sought for a consistent chain of events through external visual and 
stereo cloud photography, through changes in the internal storm structure as determined by radar, 
and through changes in hailfall and rainfall patterns at ground level as reported by the 25,000- 
farmer voluntary observing network. 


Additionally, precipitation samples are taken by a fleet of trucks directed by radio to 
intercept the storm path. These samples will be analyzed by the Desert Research Institute in 
Reno, Nevada, where techniques enable silver concentrations as low as one part silver to one 
hundred billion parts water to be measured. 


The evaluation of the experiments will permit comparison with unseeded storms in an 
attempt to gain greater understanding of what effect storm seeding can achieve. 


The ultimate aim of these seeding tests is to determine whether cloud seeding tech- 
niques similar to those developed elsewhere will be effective in reducing hail damage in Alberta, 
and to develop techniques most suitable for this purpose under Canadian conditions. In the 
first year the tests will be aimed primarily at gaining experience and knowledge as to the best 
method of conducting this type of seeding. 


Central Alberta provides an excellent natural testing ground because of the extremely 
high frequency of hail. Alberta Hail Studies Project records show that over the last twelve 
years it hails somewhere within a 90 mile radius of Red Deer an average of 65 days each 
summer. The good visibility at the high altitude, the road grid, the high density of farms, 
and especially the radar and other facilities at Penhold, make this centre attractive to many groups. 
Several research teams from the United States have worked on the project during the past two 
years. This summer a Twin Beach aircraft from the University of Wyoming in conjunction 
with a B-26 from the Desert Research Institute and a T-33 jet from the National Aeronautical 
Establishment, Ottawa, were used to measure winds, temperatures and turbulence around storms. 


The Meteorological Service of Canada also provides broad support to the project in the 
form of forecast services, personnel, instruments and other special services. The National 
Research Council has developed and is continuing to improve the weather radar facility of 
the project to the point where its unique features now make it one of the best in the world 
for studying hailstorms. 


There is participation in this study at the federal, provincial, and university level. The 
Research Council of Alberta is responsible for organizing and operating the field observations 
Program located at the Canadian Forces Base, Penhold, just south.of Red Deer. Most of the 
analysis of the field observations and the building up of a theory of hailstorms and hailstone 


growth is conducted by the Stormy Weather Group of McGill University under contract to the 
Meteorological Service. ; oO 
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1. Late pre-harvest hailstorms 
have turned this field of barley 
into a worthless crop, where 
only days before it promised 
over 60 bushels an acre. With 
nothing to be salvaged, it is put 
to the plow. 


2. Although the nearly-ripened 
stalks remained standing, they 
bear nothing but empty husks 
after a devastating hailstorm that 
lasted less than 15 minutes. 


3. Mobile meteorological 
stations contained in trucks are 
directed into the storm centre by 
air-to-ground radio to gather 
hail samples and measure 
several storm parameters. 


4. The giant weather radar, 
rated one of the best facilities of 
its kind in North America, 
permits sectional photography of 
the storm formations and can first 
spot a potential hail storm 
when it starts forming in the 
foothills of the Rocky Mountains. 


5. Silver iodide and indium 
hydroxide flares used in cloud 
seeding are mounted on a pod 
under the wing of the Desert 
Research Institute B-26 aircraft. 


6. The radar control room 
houses radio control centre and is 
equipped for time lapse and 
polaroid photography of the storm 
through radar signals. 


Cover: Bolts of lightning and 
massive clouds are part of a 


hailstorm, seen here at night in 
the Red Deer area. 


Notice of change of address should be 
accompanied by the mailing address on 
the front of this issue. No charge is 
made for “Within Our Borders” and 
new readers are invited to forward their 


name and address to “Within Our 
Borders,” Room 1618, Centennial Build- 
ing, Edmonton. 


SECOND CLASS MAIL REGISTRATION 
No. 1522 
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New hall and equipment added 
to fire officer training school 


A new building has been added to the Alberta 
Fire Training School operated by the Department 
of the Provincial Secretary, Fire Commissioner's 
Office. Located near the Vermilion Agricultural 
and Vocational College, the school with its very 
modern facilities is one of two in Canada which 
provides training for fire officers and potential 
officers. 


The new 7,000 square foot building, con- 
structed as a functional fire hall, contains an 
administration office, lecture room and equipment 
storage room. New equipment includes visual 
aid appliances and radio communications appara- 
tus. These are additions to the fully equipped 
four triple combination pumpers, full breathing 
apparatus, rescue equipment and equipment test- 
ing apparatus. 


Facilities already located at the school include 
a three-storey $28,000 Fire Training Tower which 
is designed to incorporate most architectural 
features encountered by fire officers; a drill 
ground area; two hydrants; an oil fire pit; and 
an underground drafting pit to simulate rural 
water collection exercises. Pump operations are 
carried out at a nearby lake. 


The training program held in May and June 
offers five courses. Fire training incorporates 
three of these courses or parts. Topics for Course 
One includes fire department organization, 
administration, public relations, practical training 
in building inspection, report writing and records. 
The second 44-hour week gives instruction on 
pumping equipment, pump operation, practical 
water movement, water fog application and 
breathing apparatus. Practical training offered 
in the third part includes hose evolutions, ladder 
handling, rescue and fire fighting. 


The fourth course, an inspection practices 
course, includes instruction and study of the 
National Building Code, fire codes, dangerous 
chemicals and fire protection installations. 


A pump operation course concludes the 
summer classes with practical instruction on 
department pumping engines, designs, accessories, 
principles of operation, water movement, fire 
ground working pressures, and fire streams. 


Graduation requires that all three parts of 
fire training be completed. However, individual 
certificates are presented for completion of each 
of the separate five courses. 


During the 11 years of the school’s operation, 
98 fire chiefs or fire officers have received 
graduation certificates. A total of 139 fire officers 
attended the school this year. 


A staff of five operates the school during 
the spring and summer, the times most feasible 
for training in water operations. 


All student fees are paid by the Department 
of the Provincial Secretary. This includes travel- 
ling expenses and room and board, which is 
made available at the Vermilion Agricultural 
and Vocational College. ial 








OCTOBER, 54) 


~~ 


Approval given 
for first “on air’ 
ETV station 


The only “on air” educational television sj. |), 
in Canada received federal approval Augy | | 
through the co-operative efforts of the A) 
Department of Education, the Universit. 
Alberta and Edmonton school boards. 


The three authorities, organized as 4h, 
Metropolitan Edmonton Educational Tele) jo, 
Association, will operate on channel 11 sh ing 
broadcast time with French language prog) ns 


The Department of Education will carry 6. 
half of total operating costs, with the Edmo top 
school boards covering one-third of costs, nj 
the University of Alberta the remaining one-: \{} 
Over the next three years, operating costs are 
expected to range from $478,000 to $608.00 


Educational television will carry materi: | to 
supplement the regular Alberta curriculum ta: zht 
in schools as well as programs which are o! the 
series type. Programs will be aimed at brin. ing 
material to the classroom, such as the lates! Jab 
equipment, which the average school does jo! 
have. Twenty per cent of MEETA’s programming 
will be locally produced and the remainder \il| 
come from British and American sources. 


Operation is expected to begin early in 197) 
with MERTA broadcasting 40 hours per week, 
Monday through Friday. The day-time hours of 
9 am. to 3 p.m. will carry programs supple- 
mentary to courses offered in schools. Prime 
evening time between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. will 
offer general adult and continuing professional 
education courses, and possibly in the future, 
university credit and non-credit courses. In addi- 
tion, MEETA may also utilize some time between 
3 p.m. and 4 p.m. weekdays and Saturday 
mornings. 


The Canadian Broadcast Corporation will 
construct and operate the transmitting facilities 
and lease program time to MEETA at a cost ol 
$27,000 yearly. 


Transmission will reach a radius of 60 miles 
from Edmonton and a potential audience of 
500,000 viewers. | 


uw 





SEEK TO UPGRADE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 


Four locally directed 
farm consolidation programs 


now operating 


The fourth Alberta farm adjustment and 
consolidation program, covering by far the largest 
area to date, has been implemented in Census 
Division 15, the Peace River area in northwestern 
Alberta. The program, which originated in the 
spring of 1967, is designed to voluntarily re-direct 
excess and additional manpower and financial 
resources to a more productive level, usually 
outside the agricultural sector. ; 


The program was initiated to aid the flow 
of labor from agriculture to industry, a naturally 


occuring process in a developing economy, and 
to make farms in the area commercially profitable. 
It is jointly directed by the Alberta Departmen's 
of Agriculture and Lands and Forests, and als0 
involves the Departments of Municipal Affairs. 
Highways, Industry and Tourism, Telephones, 
Education and Social Development. 

The program is implemented locally through 
Farm Adjustment Committees, consisting ° 
elected local farmer representatives as well 


(continued on page 7) 
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23-24 ATA North East District Convention cme .» Edmonton 
i 23-25 Sportsman Show .. = naaiaeee, CAIRALY, 
24 Policerren’s Ball ccssesenermmeseemeenece .. Lethbridge 
ss 24-26 Alcoholics Anonymous Conference  meremmsnnennemenene Calgary 
¢ 25 German Canadian Beer Festival .. awn Lethbridge 
25 Edmonton Symphony Orchestra u-. .. Edmonton 
a 25-26 “Operetta” South Minster Girls’ Choir .. Lethbridge 
26 Obedience Trials for Dogs .. Lethbridge 
2 28 Alberta Society of Engineering Technologists 
(Edmonton Chapter) Meetireg -rcrrvmmsemmemeessaseeee .. Edmonton 
0 Within Our Borders is pleased to list those coming events 28-31 sibs aaa Municipalities Association 
rtaining to organizational meetings, association gatherings, and AN rergeme aan 
Shed file gs ae events of which it is made aware. | 29 Lea Park Cattle Sales... 
'e)] Forward your information to Within Our Borders, Alberta 29-Nov. 1 Elementary Education Ade ee 
Government Publicity Bureau, Centennial Building, Edmonton, 31-Noy. 1 Annual Convention, Alberta Motor 
¢ ‘Alberta. Transport ASSOCIALION mmomemusnisnmnneninrres 
= NOVEMBER 
: BLOBER 2-5 Annual Convention—Alberta School Trustees 
’ 1-Nov. 10 Canadian Council Collection Association smn sn Edmonton 
0 Edmonton Art Gallery .. Edmonton | 2- 6 Communications Seminar .... . Banff 
2. 4 Perlich Horse Salle rss . Lethbridge | 3- 5 United Farmers of Alberta Co-Operative Conv. .... Calgary 
2- 5 Salvation Army Conference for Social Officers Edmonton 4- 5 Insurance Agents’ Association of Alberta 
0 Roe LC ONL DE: RATE COU ED assecespeseeecsososwncssomeetensstonoyns Lacombe Arrrtal Convention rvwseeneresnserenssnnersmoene - Edmonton 
3- 5 Canadian Good Roads Association Convention reo Jasper | 4- 6 United Grain Growers Convention . Lethbridge 
4. Edmonton Symphony Orchestra wwe Edmonton | 5 Edmonton Symphony Orchestra -vwme Edmonton 
6-11 Medicine Hat Civic Theatre 3 Act Play .. Medicine Hat | 5- 6 Public Showing of 13th Annual Stampede City 
6- 8 Alberta Municipal Vehicle & Equipment International Exhibition of Color Photography ..... Calgary 
Association Calgary | 6 8 Alberta Education Trade ShOwW uemnmennenen Edmonton 
6- 9 Parish Administration Workshop memu:mmmennnnasenenmes Banff | 7 Female Sale—Hereford Breeders Association ..... Forestburg 
7 Meera TOT th tertstmmerert ere Calgary | 7- 9 Fall Indoor Rodeo Lethbridge 
8 University Concert Series . . Lethbridge | 7-10 Amateur Athletic Union of Canada Convention .... Calgary 
8 Travel & Convention Assoc. Annual Meeting .... Claresholm | 8 Edmonton Symphony Orchestrd nneneneienenee Edmonton 
8 Lea Park Cattle Sales .... Lea Park | 9-14 Public Personnel Association Conventior 
8- 9 Catholic Hospital Association .. Edmonton | 9-14 Real Estate Salesmen’s Workshop 
8-11 Alberta Federation of Labor Convention Edmonton | 10 Public Showing of 13th Annual Stampede City 
9-11 School Administration Workshop usmmumummummmenir Banff International Exhibition of Color Photography ..... Red Deer 
10 Pre-Centennial Ball .... Fort Macleod | 12 University Concert Series Lethbridge 
10-11 Les Feux Follets ... . Calgary | 13-15 Motel Association of Alberta Convention . Peace River 
10-13. Education Press Seminar Banff | 14-15 Annual Convention, Alberta Aviation Council .. .. Banff 
10-13 Western Canada Youth Fellowship -srmumssmenemmemennan Banff | 15 Edmonton Symphony Orchestra ssn Edmonton 
ll Garrison Ball ecco .. Fort Macleod | 15 Public Showing of 13th Annual Stampede City 
12-13 Drag Race Finals .. .. Edmonton International Exhibition of Color Photography Claresholm 
12-13 Amateur Indoor Rodeo . Daysland | 16-28 Financial Management Short Course vn Bantt 
13 25th Annual Roundup Dinner (Lun ist.) Maycroft | 19-26 Intervarsity Christian Fellowship mvmmmmmenmuinrnmine .. Banff 
17-18 Vermilion Indoor Rodeo .. Wermilion | 20-21 Ukrainian Shumka Dancers ..... . Edmonton 
17-18 Three Hills Elks Indoor Rodeo ... . Three Hills | 20-22 Lions Club Annual Mirthquake .... Taber 
17-18 Canadian Society Radiological Tech. Convention Calgary | 21-22 Public Showing of 13th Annual Stampede City 
17-20 Salvation Army Provincial Congress Gatherings Edmonton International Exhibition of Color Photography Edmonton 
18 Junior Agriculture Fair . Caroline | 23-27 Alberta Hospital Association Convention somone Calgary 
19-20 Calgary Philharmonic Society Concert Calgary | 24-29 Medicine Hat Musical Theatre “Oliver” Medicine Hat 
19-22 Canadian Society of Chemical Engineering 26 Edmonton Opera Association .... ..«. Edmonton 
CONVENTION racer a Edmonton | 27-28 Fall Cattle Sale cvemersesmus;eceeee . Lethbridge 
19-Nov. 1 Personnel Management Short Course revs Banff | 28-30 Western Association of Sociologists and 
19-Noy. 29 Banff School of Advanced Management res .. Banff ATEN OPOVO RISES ieee et prctoncenee eres Banff 
22-25 Edmonton Lumbermen Home and 28-29 Edmonton Opera Association som . Edmonton 
Trprovernent [ded SROW evssesersnsrsneumreereseee Edmonton | 30-Dec. 6 Management Science Seminar cromeeneunenuenennnnesment .. Banff 








he district agriculturalist, public land appraiser 
id a representative of the Department of Muni- 
cipal Affairs. Nine of these committees of from 
‘even to nine members were appointed in the 
reace River area in August. 


_ One committee has been operating in the 
Edson area since the spring of 1967, and one 
was formed in the Rocky Mountain House area 
in the summer of 1968. Three committees were 
also formed in the St. Paul-Bonnyville-Lac La 
Biche area at that tithe. The new committees 
operate in the Grande Prairie-Peace River-Fort 
Vermilion area. 


They will concern themselves mainly with 
making recommendations to government concern- 
ing the disposition of public lands but will also 
make recommendations with regards to land 
acquisition and coordination of the work of var- 
‘ous government departments. 


In making recommendations on the disposition 
of public lands, the committees will consider both 
the person applying for its purchase, and alternate 
and uses. In their considerations, the committees 
view the land from the standpoint of its individual 
productive capabilities as well as its economic 
capabilities if linked to adjoining farm areas to 





make a larger unit. 1966 figures for the CD 15 
show that 4,000 of its 8,868 farms produced 
agricultural goods valued at less than $2,500. 


The committee also considers the value of 
the land when used for forestry, for example, 
or for recreation. 


The farm adjustment committees also review 
all applications for farm sales and consolidation 
sales. Public auctions of land are discontinued 
in order to discourage speculative purchases. 
Cultivation and grazing permits and leases are 
reviewed by the committee, which then makes 
recommendations to the Lands Division which 
administers these. This same procedure is followed 
with the Forestry Division in the green areas. 


The committees will review and recommend 
action on all applications to sell land to the 
government. Reasons for purchase may include 
alternate employment for the farmer, upgrading 
or retraining, age, poor health, elimination of 
marginal sized farms and to avoid the necessity 
of building costly roads and services. ’ 


Although homesteading has been stopped in 
the first three areas to come under the program, 
it will continue in CD 15, subject to the scrutiny 
of the local committees. 


The committees’ work with other government 
departments providing services in the area is 
intended to effect savings. The committees will 
recommend purchase of isolated or marginal farm 
units in order to save construction and mainte- 
nance costs for roads. It is estimated that this 
policy in the Edson area resulted in a saving of 
over $220,000 during 1968. The same principle 
is followed in land disposition recommendations. 


The purchase of isolated farms will also 
mean sayings in installation costs for the Alberta 
Government Telephones and the Rural Electri- 
fication Association, and reduced road mainte- 
nance and school bus costs for the school district. 


The Farm Adjustment Committees will be 
used as a forum for discussion of policy changes 
and government activity in the area of land use. 


The appointment of the nine committees in 
CD 15 comes after a series of public meetings 
held in communities earlier this year. Following 
a presentation of the objectives and operating 
procedures, each area decided if it would par- 
ticipate. A strong favorable response resulted 
in meetings to elect representatives to the 
committees. el 


———eO 


Ag. exhibition 
money grants 


hit new high 


The continuing popularity of agricultural fairs 
in Alberta is indicated by the fact that this year 
the amount of prize money awarded reached a 
new high, according to applications for prize 
money grants received by the Alberta Department 
of Agriculture. 

Each fair receives a grant of 75 per cent of 
the total amount paid out in prize money for 
approved agricultural exhibits. Maximum for the 
eight class “B” fairs in the province. is $4,000 
each and, for the 14 class “C” fairs, $1,500, 

Agricultural societies are eligible for grants 
up to 50 per cent of the prize money paid out 
or expenses for Bench Shows (maximum $150), 
seed fairs, horticultural shows, machinery demon- 
strations, livestock shows and sales and support 
of 4-H clubs (maximum $125), Oo 





1. The fair gives farm families the opportunity 
to inspect developments in farm machinery and 
to see all the new models available. 


2. Agricultural exhibitions provide an excellent 
opportunity for old-timers to meet and reminisce 
about their early days in farming. Many former 
area farmers make a point of returning home 
Jor a visit during fair time, to talk over earlier 
years with friends and neighbors. 


3. A couple of future candidates and their 
mother chat with the 1969 Alberta Dairy Prin- 
cess, a visitor at most agricultural fairs in the 
province. The Dairy Princess title is awarded 
annually to a young lady who best combines 
personality and skill. 


4. The parade that precedes the fair is always 
an exculing event, not only for the participants, 
but for the eager spectators as well. Youth is 
ojten represented in the parades by 4-H clubs 
or participants of the fair camp. 


5. Competition for the best vegetables, pre- 
serves, cakes and bread, as well as handicraft, 
ts often keen as the ladies of the community 
Start preparing for this aspect of the fair many 
months ahead. And after the judges are finished, 
the many visitors pass their own judgement. 


6. A young fair-goer shows a little appre- 
hension as he is settled in the saddle for his first 
ride on the merry-go-round. A midway, whether 
it be large or small, is a delight for the children. 


7. A family works together to prepare its 
entries in the livestock competition, where the 
best livestock in the area is displayed for the 
critical eyes of the judges and Spectators. 
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